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WANG-HO AND THE BURIAL ROBE
By ERNEST BRAMAH

HERE was a time when it did not occur to anyone in this pure
and enlightened Empire to question the settled and existing
order, of affairs. It would have been well for the merchant
Wang-Ho had he lived in that happy era. But, indeed, it is now
10 unheard-of thing for an ordinary person to suggest that customs which
have been established for centuries might with a vantage be changed—a
form of impiety which is in no degree removed from declaring oneself
to be wiser or more profound than one’s ancestors ! Scarcely more seemly
is this than irregularity in maintaining the Tablets or observing the Rites ;
and how narrow is the space dividing these delinquencies from the actual
cimes of overturning images, counselling rebellion, joining in insurrection
and resorting to indiscriminate piracy and bloodshed ! _
Certainly the merchant Wang-Ho would be five hundred taels wealthier
ifhe had fully considered this in advance. Nor would Cheng Lin—
but who attempts to eat an orange without first disposing of the peel, or
what manner of a dwelling could be erected unless an adequate foundation
be first provided ? pipiat
Wangr-)Ho, then let it be stated, was one who had early in life ar;:as:ig
4 considerable fortune by advising those whose intention it vyaﬁ tg azlied
their earnings in the State lotteries as to the numbers that might hctrfvcre
upon to be successful, or, if not actually successful, those at least tha l
T ion i to be absolutely incapable
not already predestined by malign influences £ cuainis
of success. These chances Wang-Ho at first forecast by meansaloten dency:
portents, and other manifestations of an admittedly spperﬂ.at:r';ase d vastly,
but as his name grew large and the el i Cherﬁts fl':)lund it no less
While his capacity of dreaming remained the same, .t(zj cger glrtoni
elflfective to close his eyes and to become inspired rapidly
they were thus revealed to him. Lo 3 of money
Ocitnaly Wang:Ho was the recipint f an appropriatc ba of mone
from one who had profited by his advice, but it “:ﬁ i he in any eventuality
Upon this contingency as a source of profit, nor d invariably deposited
return the amount which had been agreed upon (a; efforts. To those who
with him in advance) as the rewgu‘d. of }31§ msp;lre & i1 not find i€ e
Sought him in a contentious spirit, mqmrlfi% v

A ied that his
profitable to secure the prizes for himse Wang-Ho replie

: PP for State lotteries
tnterprise consisted in forecasting the winning numbers

osing epitaphs
and not in solving enigmas, writing dePfngz‘;%Zgﬁi’scfﬁf coul%i l:}»)e _rr?en-’
o conducting any of the other numerous ‘ed by the courteous display

. S % : mpanie % X
toned, As this plausible evasion was accomp varlous convenient points

of the many weapons which he always wore at
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. a manner satisfactory to

of his attitude, the incident invariably ended in

-Ho. ¢
W%%us }())ositioned, Wang-Ho prospered, and he had in the course of years
ist of honourable proportions when the unrolling course

acquired a waist 0 r | :
of events influenced him to abandon his lucrative enterprise. It was not
that he failed in any way to become as inspired as before : indeed, with
increasing practice he attained a fluency that enabled him to outdistance
every rival, so that on the occasion of one lottery he afterwards privately
discovered that he had predicted the success of every possible combination
of numbers, thus enabling those who followed his advice (as he did not
fail to announce in inscriptions of vermilion assurance) to secure—among
them—every variety of prize offered.

But about this time the chief wife of Wang-Ho having been greeted
;)V;‘t)l‘ln ;zmablil Cﬁndescensjon by the chief wife of a high ofﬁcial of the
higher (ff,ﬁ?:rilal : tti:‘efmm in an almost equal manner by the wives of even
I'apidly-outlin:zi me one 1r} question began to abandon herself to a more

SR s zlmnc'er of existence than formerly and to involve Wang-
who b play ; so that presently this ill-considering merchant,

ut a short time before would have unhesitatingly himself bodit

to earth on the approach of a cit e gy Cast A
alluding to mandarins city magistrate, now acquired the habit of
abbreviation. Alsg beinm (éagual conversation by names of affectionate
In ‘an undertone, he soﬁ itwse.:d of the expediency by a voice speaking
’ gnt still further to extend beyond himself by

suffering his nails t : )
announcements “Pgng{l(l);v cli(:;]ngrlllg_omltemtmg his name from the public

In spite of thj ae _
from his_habit 18 ambitious sacrifice Wang-Ho could not entirely shed

it n the society otfalled many clients and the lavish display of his name,
IStinction he alloweq ?te:esls)lto-us persons who were related to others of
oE Had a greater suffa, O¢ iferred that he was benevolently disposed
o e also inyolyeq lencty of taels than he could otherwise make use
mself for the benefit of those whom ?::3 esteemed

y fragrant character Pleces of priceless jade, jars of wine of
these trar’xszns Pctien. of o Cputabi,e antiquity. In

Eiplovad, . incapablec IF ns (for it is useless to conceal the
e baCkgrOUI;lgyeg 2 youth whom heon tracing the characters of his ow?
Narrative heng Lin is thus ble_(\)/er }S]uffercd to appear from beyond

. ught naturally and unobtrusively
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into its desired end. The

degree ' roacoioyr i first was to pass the examination of the
h the great lite ‘o he fourth
qualiFy fok % wAall oficial post wiiere in t ]:ary competitions, and thereby
reasonably hope to be forgotten in all be eo ::l(()iu:lec (()jf a few years he might
g[fry thl_rd moon an unostentatious adezl]uac uf ey (')f‘ l?cing ailotted
eng Lln felt to be Well Within his S on ta,CIs- lhls distincti()"
set aside three uninterrupted Yo e srt)ud r bO attainment could he but
tate the possession of something like five h}l]x’ndUt ctlo 1 MOURS Aowdl
nulg)};) :; gveltl fix hi}f. eyebs upon the great sky la::zc:r::“i:tl:c(l)ff i ey e

ent on this, but in no i
hope of being able to entwine intc:)g l:;:att cfistgl::;e: tr}t}:mm cq Rt aas e
avel’yde,slrable maiden whom it was Cheng Lin’ § actaaiity of Elej Meln,
on'It‘he river bank when his heavily-weighgted dfxggcft :)crct;\O Ticc-t ooy
dete(r)ntl?ostei who Wlllz1 naturally ask why Cheng Lin, if reallcv ;i:‘;‘:rc.o\f -
nation, could not imperceptibly acqui v g g
five hundred taels, while in t}ll)e hop ¥ S ekithe WaneRTh B o
) 1 he wealthy Wang-Ho, i
as the latter person was with the ﬁse 9t tf h s
s pf rsuit of the full face of high mandarins
Y SR y a profuse illiteracy, it should be sufficient to
olf)gh}; tbhl?ngarl;ﬁ;ﬁf : Beware of helping yourself to corn from the manger
In spite of his preoccupati is mi
pation Wang-Ho never suffer

;:r.ander when sums pf money were concgemed, and his inagciili:\;ston::drc;g
dlmsglf by written signs only engendered in his alert mind an ever- 'rsscnt
sei:lsllon not to be entrapped by their use. Frequently Cheng Linpfound
t;ln sums of money lying in such a position as to induce the belief that
: ey had been forgotten, but upon examining them closely he invariably
ound upon them marks by which they could ge recognised if the necessity
arose ; he therefore had no hesitation in returning them to Wang-Ho
:Vlthala seemly reference to the extreme improbabﬁity of the merchant
actually leaving money thus unguarded, and to the lack of respect which
it showed to Cheng Lin himself to expect that a person of his integrity
should be tempted by so insignificant an amount. Wang-Ho invariably
admxt?ed tl}e justice of the re roach, but he did not on any future occasion
materially increase the sum 1n question, sO that it is to be doubted if his

heart was sincere.
It was on the evening of such an occasion that Lin walked with Mein
ressing himself to the

by the side of the lotus-burdened Hoang-keng, exp

effect that instead of lilies her head was worthi to be bound up with
there should be spread a

pearls of a like size, and that beneath her feet :
arpet not of verdure but of the finest Shang-hi silk, émbroidered with
five-clawed dragons and other emblems of royal authority, nor was Mein
in any way displeased by this indication of extravagant taste on her lover’s

part, though she replied : )
The only jewels that this person desires are the enduring glance.s.of
pure affection with which you, O my pheenix one, entwined the lilies
about her hair, and the only carpet that she would crave would be the
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created by the four feet of the two persons who are
er henceforth walking in uninterrupted

536 ;
embroidered design
now conversing together for ev

»
ha‘l"n%(g)erg.alas! » exclaimed Lin, ** that cr}chaming possibility seems to be
more remotely positioned than ever. Again has the clay-sou ed Wang-Ho,
on the pretext that he can no longer make his m-.nnd-m_n tacls meet,so ht
to diminish the monthly inadequacy of cash with which he rewards
erson’s conscientious services.'’

¢ Undoubtedly that opaque-eyed merchant will shortly meet a revengeful
fire-breathing vampire when walking alone on the edge of a narrow
precipice,” exclaimed Mein sympathetically. *“ Yet have you pressingly
laid the facts before the spirits of your distinguished ancestors with
request for their direct intervention ?

. The expedient has not been neglected,” replied Lin, * and appro-
glrilrtle fsacnﬁ(c:l(;s have accompanied the request. But even while in the
S n(; iant(l)lr \nary existence the venerable ones in question were becoming
v nh eir powers of hearing, and doubtless with increasing years the
¢t g’s V%’S;Hglr(_)l\ivlg.ilt would almost seem that in the case of a person so

“ It g-10 1s more direct ‘means would have to be employed.”

t 1s well said,” assented Meiin, ** that t} y d
the threat of a vat F Ao » _ that those who are um.no.\cd by.
e aming sulphur in the Beyond rend the air if they
v Theoszte%s(;p a _burngng cinder here on earth.”
lies betwee;glghislolrllais :ngm}f.ly one,” replied Lin. *“ Wang-Ho's weak spot
Infirmities of time pressi . bsa"dalff»- Only of late, feeling the natural
taels in the purchage 2 anngl a;) out him, he has expended five hundred
fit occasion, so thag L2 ¢laborate burial robe, which he wears on every
remote,” € necessity for its ultimate use may continue to be

ja2i o
iredly. Th:eéii.n {iep cated Meiin. “ With that sum you could—"
Clllr:nICe may embody something in the nature of
“'Th o t‘?veS. At the moment, however, this person
€ amount ref Ption of how the beneﬁt ' be o »
merchant ; e clerred to has alread - may attained.
1 burial roheg 3 » ready passed into the hands of the

m imself from doo tod ; ieces
« Shen Hepg 3 » @ beneath the floor of Shen He;g?s ixzrmg:i.”

d costl : A
embrol'}il Y. It is for }tliWaS from hi?niabn?’s Who lives beneath the sign of
ider; m :

Fe‘l‘- It iSer(:?s. u: ust-)lt]iess thtil;a:rethliol[))erson’s sister Min works the finest

: lcltati()ns o 1 edged s i 39

n % With g ° e

end?mii?e to r(e)rr;ginléfetand a lista:)ltSl tﬁ:a:,l,i In a line of three depths.
7 Proceeqd if es controlling d'?.itiesst ::n:r;btlclpcmﬁmhd:g

vhat len um

uit
itably €ncouraged. These are esigned in
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letters of threaded gold. i iri :
¥ il gold. Inferior spirits are suitably invoked in charac

“The description is sharp-poi :

P hadpbeen ceaselegs ;l:rtlegcal.g :cti \;'as upfm this robe that the one
of her narrow span of years, no less thano;u:s: ‘c'mlb;m{”ps' g Socount
she is justly esteemed among those whose wa nimble-jointed dexterity,
pe‘r‘n'lreahtedbwnh t}I;f spirit of rejuvenation,” PAGTRY Woscyptedt 4 be

Thereby enabling the isi . . :
detail into ylvmis accougnt: Ff)?tzrrﬁgls;n% Shtchn ”m. o impose a special
embroider into the fabric of the robe the \%ital R . ecwho will
ito-come, an added fifty. tacls, Did she of yenr bt and long-
pr?\&)ortionate e 3 " she of your house benefit to a

ein indicat i
¥ VI\\/Iell-arrang:g ea :l??;:vgy state of things by a graceful movement of

“Not only that,” she added, “ but the sordid-mi 3
a variety of pretexts, has diminished the su;dli{l'li'rr: l:g:dt: l::g 'l'l i cl:n
completion of the work, until that which should have required :l; cll‘;u . 5
o grasp could be efficiently covered by two attenuated fingers F:‘om :l?
cuse Min is vindictively inclined towards him, and, steadfastly refusi =
to bend her feet in the direction of his workshop, s'hc has bctywccn o'r:‘cI
melanchql_y and another, involved herself in a dark distcmp;:r."

As Mean unfolded the position lying between her sister Min and the
merchant Shen Heng, Lin grew thoughtful, and although it was not his
lature to express the changing degrees of emotion by varying the
?PPearance of his face, he did not conceal from Mein that her wortﬁ,had
as:tened themselves upon his imagination.

Let us rest here awhile,” he suggested presently. “ That which you
$2y, added to what I already know, may, under the guidance of a sincere
mind, put a much more rainbow-like appearance on our combined future

has hitherto appeared probable.”

So they composed themselves about the bank of the river, while Lin
%{lestnoned her more closely as to those things of which she had spoken.

inally, he laid certain injunctions upon her for her immediate guidance.

hef}, it being now the hour of middYe light, they returned, Mein accom-
Panying her voice to the melody of stringed wood as she related songs of

ose who have passed through great endurances to a state of assured
tontentment. To Lin it seemed as though the city leapt forward to meet
them, so¥narrow was the space of time involved in reaching it.

A few days later Wang-Ho was eniaged in the congenial occupation of

Marking a few pieces of brass cash before secreting them where Cheng
infmust inevitably displace them, when the person in question quictly
iproached him. Thereupon Wang-Ho returned the money to his inner
teve, ineptly remarking that when the sun rose it Was fusile:to Jene &

lternfto the sky to guide the stars. 3 :
ther is it]:yaid, ‘g%‘rom three things cross the road to avoid : da falling
tee, your chief and second wives whispering in agreement, an 312 goat

537
ters
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thus rebuking Wang-Ho not only
e obtuseness of the proverb he had
roach you on a matter of weighty

538 - -
wearing a leopard’s tail,” >’ replied Lin,
for his crafty intention, but also as to th
quoted. « Nevertheless, O Wang-Ho, I app

consequence.”’ , . (i
o7 T%—morrow approaches,” replied the merchant evasively., “If it

concerns the detail of the reduction of your monthly adequacy, my word

has become unbending iron.” .
““ It is written : ¢ Cho Sing collected feathers to make a garment for his

‘canary when it began to moult,” ”’ replied Lin acquiescently. ** The care of

so insignificant a person as myself may safely ?)c left to the Protecting

Forces, esteemed. This matter touches your own condition."”

. “In that case you cannot be too specific.” Wang-Ho lowered himself

into a reclining couch, thereby indicating that the subject was not one

for hasty dlsmlsial, at the same time motioning to Lin that he should sit

upon the floor. “ Doubtless you have some remunerative form of enter-

prise to suggest to me ? ”

deep(ljyagtaygﬁlrslﬁg finger grasp a proffered coin ? The matter strikes more
SVl 4 exclagl:éﬂwnce’ T chinf. > :

appearance, “ the attent; angf-Ho, unable to retain the usual colour of his -

on of a devoted servant is somewhat like Tohen-hi

Yang’s spiked th i
rone— :
worg p Neé—it torments those whom it supports. However, the

o1 T}ﬁzsflt;lﬁ?) uspél)ken—lvet the sentence be filled in.”
iy gladdelrll rrllel:ss of your illustrious outline is as a display of coloured
u Y commonplace vision,” replied Lin submissively.

Undoubted]
i dly of late,
with the brilliance of g, display. " clement of dampness has interfered

« nsoPek clearly and regardless of

A .F
fal‘l‘ml\gI off ? » OF how long have you noticed this
My mind g :
admitted [in o 2 refined
robe fashi%:?é& Ver since it IS;Z slt)al o
: by Shen Heng hag yzfxrxl- yog
g 1as y no

¢ your compelling glance,”
I custom to wear the funeral
le shadow suffered erosion.”

a rich and glutinous
funeral &
rmonj "al robe and partake unstint-
‘ee l{ltroductionO‘:)sf rtell:'n;) n of thin p\:as imperilled,
unera] pop, MOTe poj uneral robe into his habit
e gnant -
Was at the root o%ht;s: t o ‘g’;‘s clear that the
rouble,
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“Yet,” protested Wang-Ho, ‘‘ the mandarin Ling-hi boasts
dlready lengthened the span of his natural life several years lh.:::hh;

expedient, and my friend the high official T’cheng mb&u while
wearing a muc}tx‘l!ess expensive robe than mine, he feels the essence of
an increased vitality passing continuously into his being. L

[issthod.cuf fior this infliction, Cheng Lin ? * SRS fhen, am

“Revered,” replied Lin, with engaging candour, * the inconveniences
of living in a country so densely populated with demons, vam ires, spirits,
ghouls, dragons, omens, forces, and influences, both good m&” bad, as our
own una;:ﬁroachablll-favoured Empire is, cannot be evaded from one end
of life to the other. How much greater is the difficulty when the ’
forms for baffling the ill-disposed among the unseen appears to have been
wrongly angled by those framing the Rites !

Wang-Ho made a gesture of despair. It conveyed to Lin's mind the
wise reminder of N'sy hing : When one is inquiring for a way of escape
om an advancing tiger flowers of speech assume the form of noisome
bindweed. He therefore continued : MLt

“Hitherto it has been assumed that for a funeral robe to exercise its
most beneficial force it should be the work of a maiden of immature years,
the assumption being that, having a prolonged period of existence before
her, the influence of lon evity would pass through her fingers into the
grment and in turn fortify the wearer.”’ lined

“Assuredly,” agreed Wang-Ho anxiously.‘ Thus was the analogy °_‘"t;:‘ “
to me by one skilled in the devices, and the logic of it seems unasesila hc'

“Yet,” objected Lin, with sympathetic concern in_his \,»oncc.}m '?w
unfortunate must be the position o?a person involved in a lzbocl:c t a!rk :;

embroidered by one who, instead of a long life, has d ;:!";; e A
out by the Destinies for premature decay and an untimely deat «

t case the influence——" . .

' “Such instances,” interrupted Wang—Ho. helping h"'nlslc" bg'g;"::{
10 rice-spirit from a jar near at hand, ‘ must providentially
Occurrence ? "’ r-

“Esteemed head,” replied Lin, helping Wang-Ho to yet anothets e
fity of rice-spirit, ** there are moments 0o let caus:v:f. your declining
Waintain an unflaccid outline. Suspecting the tru Is and three

s of seven tae
diance, 1 have, at an involved exPendltx::;:ter to its ultimate source.

hand ursued this : obscure house

: ;‘c’ob‘;ni: q(:fesl:gxslso?:shitspattainment to one Min 351:.'1‘: her )'r:‘“ yet
of Hsi, who recently ceased to have an e;‘ﬁitel:;cwo,k upon which she
Numbered short of a score. Not only was it fied that her abrupt Passing

way en§aged, b losely were the two identi any subsequent
Beyond must cel:-tt:i(r)xlcyq::ezvcise a corresponding effect upon y

toms of con-
“Alas!” exclaimed Wang-Ho, feeling many of th¢ DR Gofiction
?oa already manifesting emselves about »

a painless nature ? ”’

Wearer,”
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i hether it was leprosy, the spotted plague, or acute demoniacal
¢ As to whethe

- i an unwonhy silence.
¢ Shen Heng mamtams's : Yoo
possesslori, tfllcl:emiigtli‘z‘rilegf Hsi Min’s nanl\g :lctl:\c":!::n’:';‘mnfened.
, @ Bt rhich na)
{ll}diza d and rolls upon the floor fron; w capable of guile, and for an
’I}iey of Min’s house, however, Src .tr:‘ss that Shen Heng has paid them
. . < » 1 » .
e conﬂderall:}xlon;iiz}rﬁ:l: r:;)xtcy Lfrr]cyt.-ly&admit that the facts are as they
to maintain a stea” y )
have been stated. .rtainlv return the five hundred tacls
o hat case Shen Heng shall certair " ted Wetato
in eIxI;htar?ge for his discreditable burial robe,” exclaim g
indictively. e b ; : “ the essential
e {gelr:,ergted personality,”” said Lin, with unabated loyalty, ln(l::o e
part of the development is to safeguard your own ;nco'-“'n'ng 4
against every danger. Shen If-Ien may be sa ;:-l 'llcf’t to the avenging demons
that are ever lying in wait for the contemptible.” ; L
“The first ypargt of your remark is inspired,” agreed Wlnlk flolo' h‘-"
incapable mind already be inning to assume a less funercal forecast
“ Proceed regardless of all obstacles.” : , IR
“ Consider the outcome of ublicly comgglllng Shen Heng to undo t
transaction, even if it could Be legally achieved ! Word of the Clllﬂﬂ“]t;
would pass on heated breath, each succeeding one becoming more hﬂ :
embroidered than the robe itself. The yamens and palaces of your distin-
guished friends would echo with the once honoured name of .wmg-}.lo,
Now associated with every form of malignant distemper and impending
fate. A1l would hasten to withdraw themselves from the contagion of your
ovsrhangmg end.”
ol dI’ then,” demanded Wang-Ho, “ to suffer the loss of five hundred

to £ net .nadequate and detestable burial robe that will continue
‘?xe;mse 1ts malign inflyence over my being ? »
no

precept, ¢ Dmeans,” replied Lin confidently. “ But be warned by the

A O not burn down . - RN even
your chief wife’s your house in’order to inconvenience

oner or later a relation of Shen Heng will
o impoe. 70 ou can then, without undue
n th : 1s that you have suffered loss from
the meantluni a device must be sought for exchanging
"8-00king robe for one of roved efficiency.

wlz‘ether such g bSS?'ume a feﬁnite P

robe exists cll)folblem in this person’s mind as to
fiatc sts, * declared Wang-Ho st bbornly.
fabricatjop » “0Ot be d ‘ g-Ho stu

oubted, when 4 reliable system is adopted in the

: nd five years the one to whom
o OWh . mg has worn su »w -
With o D4t age diq ch a robe,

tain ? ” inquired the merchant,

e - PArts of yet another score.”
€yond ; » question eventually accompanied him when he
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“ Doubtless it will. He is still wearing it,” replied Lin, as one who
speaks of casual occurrences.

“Is he, then, at so advanced an age, in the state of
existence ? "’

“ Assuredly. Fortified by the virtue emanating from the garment referred
to, it is his deliberate intention to continue here for yet another score of
years at least.”

“ But if such robes are of so doubtful a nature, how can reliance be
placed on any one ? ”

* Esteemed,” replied Lin, “ it is a matter that has long been suspected
among the observant. Unfortunately the Ruby Buttons of the past
mistakenly formulated that the essence of continuous existence was
imparted to a burial robe through the hands of a young maiden—hence
so many deplorable experiences. The proper person to be so employed is
undoubtedly one of venerable attainment, for only thereby can the claim
to possess the vital principle be assured.” 5 oo

“Was the robe which has so effectively sustained your meritorious
father thus constructed ? ”” inquired Wang-Ho, inviting Lin to recline
himself upon a couch by a gesture as of one who discovers for the first
time that an honoured guest has been overlooked.

“It is of ancient make, and thereby in the undlscnmmatmﬁcyc doubt-
less somewhat threadbare ; but to the dc:_acrt .travcllcr all'wcl are gpark-
ling,” replied Lin. *“ A venerable woman, inspired of certain magic Wlls‘d.om
which she wove into the texture, to the exclusion of the showncr(qua n:;‘cs;
designed it at the age of threescore years and three Shf’" o d"f‘i?m I'I:
score. She was engaged upon its fabrication yet another seven, }afn cz
Passed Upwards at an attainment of three hundred andht ;,")' les
years, three moons, and three days, thus conforming to all the Princip
of allowed witchcraft.” s

“ Cheng Lin,” said Wang-Ho amiably, pouring outh for th: bzgfe:th:;nn
he addressed a full measure of rice-spirit, ** the dUtYht “.:"th e past been
owes even to a grasping and self-indulgent fathcrrwcazfl o harnionig
pressed to a too conspicuous front, at t:_le °g mositioned servant
telation that should exist between a com Of;a Yalt’f:r of these two
algelzlerous and benevolent master. Now in the m -+ U
Cloths——" ici words,

“My ears are widely opened towards your auspicious '
lence,” replied Lin. , to be concerned with the guestion

“ You, Cheng Lin, are still too young father is, one is compelled to “e{i’
of Passinf Beyond ; your imperishable fa therefore, the assum

ns,
already old enough to g(;). Asbregarg: ol:ﬁf; gf,?:ld be merely a matter 0
virtue of one burial robe above

uld be suggested, not
Speculative interest. Now if some 1“3%“?:3: s,l:i)ght be ﬂripe:::yi’t‘l?z
xggggt:etge f(t)(: Zg:ﬁif}_ ;’Xd’wﬂfﬂ all, one burial robe 1

another—

an ordinary
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: f deceiving a trustful and venerated sire is %0 ignoble

“ The prospect 0 ! 1V » |
that scarc%ly Eny material gain would be a fitting c::nm were it
not for the fact that an impending loss of vision rend deception
somewhat easy to accomplish. Proceed, therefore, lp.umﬁccm. towards a
precise statement of your open-handed prodigality.

% E - - -* * -

Indescribable was the bitterness of Shen Heng's throat when Cbﬂg}ﬁ
unfolded his burden and revealed the Wang-Ho five hundred tael

robe, with an unassuming request for the return of the rpum.
either in gold or honourable paper, as the article was found .
Shen Heng shook the rafters of the Golden Abacus with indignation and
called upon his domestic demons, the spirits of cleven generations of
embroidering ancestors, and the illuminated tablets containing the High
Code and Authority of the Distinguished Brotherhood of Coffin Cloth
and Burial Robe Makers in protest against so barbarous an innovation.
Bowing repeatedly and modestly expressing himself to the effect that it
:Vas tmcl:redxble that he was not justf;' struck dead before the sublime
drtjxecz ;C i of Shen Heng’s virtuous indignation, Cheng Lin pro-
guishedt % r?tlilltte’n lénes of the agreement, gently cﬁrectmm
e €8 fire-kindling eyes to an indicated detsil. It was
i ll)lc ':'cturncd and the purc
el ot all that was therein stipulated ; with his
e drew uga:ﬁ:taflélgg 1: tilt)’ Lin had insisted upon th£ saf when
S OWn services, he haqd orr(x)' ltltg }:l’ doub.tlc::&s from & disinclination to exti
, rece;:: conversatjon 1ited mentioning the fact to Wang-Ho in their
eprecati .
another litﬁ.icl?}tllenguﬁr;?tness Lin directed S
guarantee thye Ry unate exaction of fifty tacls in return for the

a
v she coulg €yond almost with the last st tch, it was
s!:iﬁtrsiry £ ha;,n tion, | né e}rlxavee conveyed by her touch :n entirely
ciliatiop WOulrde il)léve, let her_ be prn u!clc;er ceased to declare, Min was
Teluct : forthcomip ed and a fitting token of recon-

85 otherwise, althoy i
¢ , gh with the acutest
ought) 3¢ - andarin  5p g igh {0 carry the claim to the court of the

would be impogsible "8 Lin trembled at the ilegious

€
Sloths"fro, etrlfgné(ﬁf lnauspiciole t0 conceal the fact that Shen Heng

; d us Omen, :
F of%hi%'ﬁf IS in the :::lt f,\fb““s' would be‘r;t,th';‘h?ﬁ:n:tpmc of gﬁ

ance, jt
ief Dist" would be Necesg,

reclin: time | . €aring oy : - Sy
,Tﬁnﬁu‘;{; ]:l couc l(:. floticed, itp, inten:eh::;?.i‘:l of his beautiful pig-tail.
dignity St dis Proach, that Lin was not

CUssion thy discriminating
en How o t followeq
d . - y CO 1 : imi i

g Conscientioyg hurllndi‘llict;egn‘?ht: part of Cheng
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Lin, extended from one gon
time for the evening rice.g Tgesg:tl:lsbcfoyc noon until close upon th
should deliver to Lin four hundred ::;mwd at were that Shen ”""c
of the robe. He would also press uan fifty taels against the rctur:f
an onyx clasp containing twentv-ﬁvpon that person a silk purse with
his individual appreciation and uitc tacls, as a deliberate mark of
the transaction on hand. All suq es:i apart from anything to do with
strictest high-mindedness were withdra onsf o anythm.g other than the
the day should not be wholly destitute \\;n rom both sides. In order that
Lin declared his intention of purchasi: pivng ot the Gokden Abaowms,
tacls and a half, the oldest and most unatgt' at a price not exceeding three
contained. So moved was Shen Heng b mﬁflve bpnal robe that the stock
ﬁe rﬁfiusdf to accept more than two gtae{s tar::l cI;I:ec:tc C()nsidcr\atinn -
e a or Lin’s acceptance a small j B o,
C};I'o thqse short-sighted ones who ;:r{):!f';:s(;fti)q:i?clgv“d o s
d u:;tlgrll;m ugo_w an ;_)ﬁicial of the seventeenth gra;: "a‘nti %::\:"idr:mh?‘
sufficiency of taels in a distant i i y
negonn S ta province) something not absolutel
B e ety & e
aleang-Ho thus obtained a burial robe in which he was able to re
agzoh::f }(ionﬁdcnce. Doubtless it would have sustained him to an ndvu;'c.:;
il ia!tl::. committed self-ending, in the ordinary way of business, a
Shen Heng soon dis d
posed of the returned garment for a th
;(t)a: Pefrson who had become rematurel weglathy owing to tlﬁ:ug::’rmcdmh
robe of the Empire. In addition, he ha sold, for more than two taels, a
Nci'WhICh he had no real expectation of ever selling at all. .
" thlfl,dgnade welcome at the house of Mein and Lin, removed with them
i iml;tm'g province. There she found that the rctpuncration for burial-
i h1'01 ery was greater than she had ever obtained before. With the
Tﬁy thus amassed she was able to marry an official of noble rank.
bef e fathe_r qf Cheng Lin had passed into the Upper Air many years
n ore the incidents with which this written narrative concerns itself.
€1s tl'.xus in no way affected, but Lin did not neglect in the time of his
prosperity to transmit to him frequent sacrifices of seasonable delicacies

suited to his condition.





